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CHIPPENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 

8th December 2025 
at Chippenham Village Hall 

 
 
 

Present: 
Parish Councillors: Nick Bennett (Chair), Ian Hawkins, Julie Sheldrick, Nick Wright, Paul Mangell 
Parish Clerk: Sally Hughes 
 
County Councillor: Yannifer Malinowski for part of the meeting 
District Councillor:  Kelli Pettit for part of the meeting 
 
No members of the public were in attendance  
 
The meeting was opened by Cllr Bennett at 7pm 
 

MINUTES  
 

 
25-26/096 Apologies for absence – Cllr Eden, unwell 
 
25-26/097 Declaration of Interest – to consider dispensation requests.  
   Cllr Wright declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 25-26/103 ii – dispensation has been 
   granted. 
 
25-26/098 Minutes of the last meeting – to sign as a correct record the minutes of the meetings held on 10th 

November 2025.  The minutes were agreed by all councillors and signed by the Chairman as a 
true record. 

 
25-26/099 Public Participation - none 
  
25-26/100 Clerk’s Report – for information only – the clerk’s report was read aloud to the meeting. 
 
25-26/101 District Council Report – Cllr Pettitt reported that the response from the district council following 

the Sunnica Parish Council Alliance meeting was considerably more positive. It had been helpful 
to have Cllr Anna Bailey (Leader of ECDC) in attendance, as it gave her a clearer understanding of 
both the urgency and the wider context of the issue around battery safety.  

 Alliance members agreed on the importance of maintaining momentum. The next meeting is 
scheduled for January 26. 

 She will also investigate the number of local residents receiving benefits. Cllr Pettitt left the 
meeting after this item at 7.10pm. 

 
25-26/102 County Council Report – Cllr Malinowski offered her apologies for missing the last meeting due to 

illness.  She is working through her backlog at the moment.  There is a meeting of the Fire 
Authority and also a full council meeting next week. The Fire Authority will be asked about 
battery storage safety. The Forward Risk Management Plan, which recognises emerging 
technologies, including BESS/Lithium-ion batteries is now included in the Plan.   

  Cllr Hawkins raised the matter of blocked drains and flooding in the High Street and the impact 
this has on road safety and the condition of the roads/pavements.  Cllr Malinowski asked for 
evidence of where this is happening to be forwarded to her so that she can raise it directly with 
Highways. 
Cllr Malinowski left the meeting after this item at 7.20pm. 
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25-26/103 Planning 

i. Neighbourhood Plan – to receive an update – the Clerk reported that the consultant 
had been on annual leave and therefore no update was available.  He is due back in 
the office this week and she will request an update from him. 

ii. 21/01695/NSIP - Sunnica Solar Farm – to receive update – meeting. – Cllr Wright 
reported that the Parish and Town Council Alliance had held its first meeting. As well 
as parish council representatives, Cllr Hood from Newmarket Town Council, Cllr Bailey 
from ECDC and District Councillors Huffer and Pettitt were also present.  
Dr Edmund Fordham, who is an expert on battery storage, explained the clear risk and 
danger of BESS.  It was emphasised again, that county and district councils should not 
wait until Sunnica submits their plans before insisting on HSC (hazardous substances 
consent). 

iii. Sunnica – to approve template letter from Parish and Town Council Alliance – 
approved. The Clerk will complete and email the letter.   

 
Tree Works 
Planning Outcomes   

i. 25/01139/TRE – Orford Cottage, New Street, tree works - permitted 

 
25-26/104  Play Areas 
     
25-26/105 Highway Matters 

i. LHI Bid for 26-27 – to consider options – council considered options for the 26-27 bid - 
 Cllr Mangell suggested considering a French style of traffic calming whereby a dip rather 
 than a hump is used. He will do some research to share with the council. Other options 
 are: a 40mph buffer zone on the approach to the cricket club bend and an island at the 
 Isleham junction to stop people cutting the corner at speed. 

ii. Capitally Funded Highways Maintenance - to consider options – councillors discussed 
 various options and were mindful of the scope of the scheme.  It was agreed to submit 
 the length of the High Street to be resurfaced due to areas of delamination and also 
 because it is such a busy thoroughfare to surrounding towns/cities and arterial roads. 

 
25-26/106 Village matters 

i. Risk Assessment – nothing to report 
 

25-26/107 Financial Matters 
i. Payments for authorisation – see Payment List.  The payment list was agreed and 

payments authorised at the meeting. 
ii. To review draft budget for 2026/27 – it was agreed to add additional funds to the 

Palace Lane EMR to mitigate any future expenditure. 
iii. Precept – to set precept for 2026-27- it was agreed to raise the precept by 3% in line 

with inflation. 
iv. To consider opening a savings account – in order to get the best return on CIL and 

other EMR funds, it was agreed to open a savings account with Redwood Bank.  An 
initial deposit of £30k will be made.  Signatories will be the same as for the council’s 
other bank. 

  
25-26/108 Policies & Council Matters – to review and approve.  The content of the policies below remains 

unchanged since last review - approved 
i. Training and Development Policy 

ii. Disciplinary Policy 
iii. Grievance Policy 
iv. Equality and Diversity Policy 

   
 
 

https://pa.eastcambs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=R34WWVGG06800&activeTab=summary
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-highway/local-highway-improvement-funding
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-highway/local-highway-improvement-funding
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-highway/local-highway-improvement-funding
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-highway/local-highway-improvement-funding
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-highway/local-highway-improvement-funding
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-the-local-highway/local-highway-improvement-funding
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25-26/109  Property - Palace Lane properties 
i. 8 Palace Lane – request for a shower – to receive an update – Cllr Bennett has made 

further enquiries about whether a pump would be a better solution.  The plumber has 
said this is not necessary.  Councillors voted to carry out the work to install pipework for 
the shower system as quoted by J Allison. 
The recent EICR report for 10 Palace Lane highlighted that the smoke and other alarms 

 are not working effectively.  Council agreed for the electrician to fix this issue.  
ii. Windows installation – to receive an update – installation of front windows for both 
 properties has been completed.  Tenants are happy with the work and minimal 
 disturbance has been made. One pane has cracked but will be replaced.  Restrictors 
 have been placed on all upstairs windows.  Some minor making-good will be needed for 
 the windows surrounds.  Cllr Bennett will ask the decorator to provide a quote. 

 
25-26/110 Items for the next agenda 
 

• Risk Register  

• Accessible Play Provision  
  

Meeting closed at 8.30pm 
 

CHIPPENHAM PARISH COUNCIL - PAYMENT LIST FOR DECEMBER 2025 
 

Payments  

Vendor Item Cost CIL  Auth 1 Auth 2 

Npower Streetlights – Oct 25 £37.46    

Bury Installations Windows at 8 Palace Lane (Paid) £4255.00    

Bury Installations Windows at 10 Palace Lane  £4255.00    

Sally Hughes Expenses £29.04    

*SJ Electrical EICR Inspection £420.00    

*SJ Electrical Work at bus shelter  £132.00    

  £9128.50    

* invoices added after Payment List issued 
 
Paid/To be paid by standing order/direct debit 

S Hughes Clerk’s salary Nov 25 Confidential    

NEST Pension for Nov 25 £73.85    

Liam Collis Play area maintenance Dec 25 £100.00    

F Froment Bus shelter cleaning – Dec 25 £40.00    

GD Estates – 8 PL Rental fee Nov 25 £121.92    

GD Estates – 10 PL Rental fee – Nov 25 £84.96    

Lloyds Bank Banking fee – Nov 25 £4.25    

  £424.98    

 Debit Card Transactions     

Amazon McAffee Anti Virus software £19.99    

 

 Bank Transfers     

Lloyds Transfer from savings to current a/c £10,000    

 
Receipts 

GD Estates Rental income 10 PL Nov 25 (£765 + 
£120) 

£885.00   

GD Estates Rental income 8 PL Nov 25 £1270.00   

Lloyds Bank Interest Nov 25 £33.31   

  £2188.31   

 


