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CHIPPENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 

13th October 2025 
at Chippenham Village Hall 

 
 
 

Present: 
Parish Councillors: Nick Bennett (Chair), Ian Hawkins, Julie Sheldrick, Nick Wright, Karen Eden, 
Paul Mangell 
Parish Clerk: Sally Hughes 
 
County Councillor: Yannifer Malinowski for part of the meeting 
District Councillor:  Julia Huffer for part of the meeting 
 
No members of the public were in attendance  
 
The meeting was opened by Cllr Bennett at 7pm 
 

MINUTES  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                    

 
25-26/065 Apologies for absence - none 
 
25-26/066 Declaration of Interest – to consider dispensation requests  
   Item 25-26/072 2. Cllr Wright, dispensation granted  
   Item 25-26/072 4. Cllr Wright, land owner - pecuniary interest  
 
25-26/067 Minutes of the last meetings – to sign as a correct record the minutes of the meetings held on 

11th August 2025 – approved and signed as a true record by the Chairman. 
 
25-26/068 Public Participation – no members of the public were present 
 
25-26/069 Clerk’s Report – for information only – the report was read aloud to the meeting.  
  Cllr Mangell told the meeting that there will be a short service and laying of wreath on 11th 

November at 11am where the names of the fallen will be read.  There will also be a 
Remembrance service at Snailwell church on the Sunday.  Cllr Bennett will lay the wreath on 
behalf of Chippenham Parish Council. 

 
25-26/070 District Council Report – Cllr Huffer 

Cllr Huffer confirmed that ECDC will match-fund up to £5000 for parish councils to complete 
their Neighbourhood Plans.  She also spoke about the LGR (Local Government Reorganisation). 
ECDC are in favour of Option B.  
She told the meeting that a briefing note will be coming out about Sunnica following a meeting 
at ECDC which involved the lead planning officer, director and head of planning.  Cllr Wright 
asked about progress on pushing ECDC to insist on the requirement for Hazardous Substances 
consent for the use of lithium ion batteries.  
Cllr Huffer left the meeting after this item at 7.28pm 

 
25-26/071 County Council Report 

LGR – Cllr Malinowski spoke about the LGR and her support of Option A.  She is working with Cllr 
Edge (Woodditton ward) to produce a letter for those parish and town councils that support this 
option.  She also urged each person to respond individually to the consultations for this matter.    
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Sunnica – Cllr Malinowski has been working with the fire authority regarding the safety of BESS. 
She reported that the tone has shifted at the fire authority and that lithium-ion battery storage 
has been added to the fire authority’s Strategic Risk Management Plan. There is some working 
going on with the National Joint Fire Chief to get some joined up thinking as these sites are 
happening in multiple locations. 
A new reporting system for highways faults has been launched by Cambs County Council.  The 
aim is to improve response times.  
Cllr Malinowski left the meeting after this item at 7.30pm. 
 

  
25-26/072 Planning 

i. Neighbourhood Plan – to receive update – work has now started on the draft Plan.  
The consultant will be taking photos of Important Views which will form part of the 
Plan.  Cllr Sheldrick has compiled a list of Community Actions which will be included in 
the Plan. 

ii. 21/01695/NSIP - Sunnica Solar Farm – Town and Parish Council Alliance – Cllr Wright 
confirmed that all affected parish and town councils have joined up to the Parish 
Council Alliance. 

iii. Appeal - APP/V0510/W/25/3373038, Nerries Farm, Norwich Road, Kennett – Cllr 
Sheldrick explained why this application had been refused by ECDC.  It has now gone 
to appeal. 

iv. Land South of Red Lodge – A G Wright – Cllr Wright told the meeting that he is in 
discussion with planning consultants regarding the possible development of land 
south of Red Lodge.  

v. Considered under delegated powers –  25/00922/FUL 3 Parkside, extensions and 
alterations 

 
Tree Works - none 

 
Planning Outcomes   

i. 25/00892/TRE – The Coach House, 52 High St, tree works - allowed 

 
25-26/073  Play Areas 

 Hedge maintenance – to consider regular annual agreement for hedge cutting.  The council 
agreed to proposed delegated responsibility to cut the hedge at the U12s play area subject to the 
conditions in the proposal such as using the same contractor and pricing control. 

 
25-26/074 Highway Matters 

i. High Street, tree management and rainwater drainage – Cllr Eden is dealing with 
Cambs CC directly on this matter.  It will be removed from the agenda. 
 

25-26/075 Village matters 
i. Risk Assessment – nothing to report 

ii. Bus shelter cleaning – to consider variation of terms.  The council voted to leave the 
 contract in place for one year and review after this time.  
 

25-26/076 Financial Matters 
i. Payments for authorisation – see Payment List - approved 

ii. External audit – to note completion of the external audit for 2024-25 - noted 
  

25-26/077 Policies & Council Matters – to review and approve  
i. Employee Performance Review – reviewed and approved 

ii. Whistleblowing Policy – reviewed and approved 
iii. Homeworking Policy – reviewed and approved 
iv. Anti-Bullying and Harassment Policy – reviewed and approved  

   
 

https://pa.eastcambs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=R34WWVGG06800&activeTab=summary
https://pa.eastcambs.gov.uk/online-applications/appealDetails.do?keyVal=T2SEQMGG0G900&activeTab=summary
https://pa.eastcambs.gov.uk/online-applications/applihttps:/pa.eastcambs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=T1LCB1GGH2J00&activeTab=summarycationDetails.do?keyVal=T1LCB1GGH2J00&activeTab=summary
https://pa.eastcambs.gov.uk/online-applications/applihttps:/pa.eastcambs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=T1LCB1GGH2J00&activeTab=summarycationDetails.do?keyVal=T1LCB1GGH2J00&activeTab=summary
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25-26/078  Property - Palace Lane properties 
i. 8 Palace Lane – request for a shower – to receive an update – councillors agreed to 

 contribute 50% of the cost for the installation of a shower. This will be put to the tenant 
 for consideration.  
ii. Windows – to review quotation for replacement windows for fronts of properties – 
 councillors agreed to the quote to replace the front windows for 8 & 10 Palace Lane.    
iii. 10 Palace Lane - periodic electrical inspection to be carried out this week - Noted. 

25-26/079 HR 
i. Hours and allowance 

ii. eSIM for council phone – The Council approved the provision of an eSIM for the Clerk’s 
 mobile phone to enable the separation of Council-related communications from her 
 personal number. This measure ensures that the Council retains a dedicated contact 
 number for official purposes and safeguards the Clerk’s personal number from being 
 disclosed in the public domain. 

 
 

25-26/080 Items for the next agenda 
- Risk Register Review 
- Play area signage 
- donation for RBL 
- rent review for 8 Palace Lane 
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CHIPPENHAM PARISH COUNCIL - PAYMENT LIST FOR OCTOBER 2025 
 
Payments  

Vendor Item Cost CIL  Auth 1 Auth 2 

Npower Streetlights – Mar 25 £33.20    

Npower Streetlights – April 25 £27.30    

Npower Streetlights – May 25 £23.03    

Npower Streetlights – Jun 25 £19.39    

Npower Streetlights – Jul 25 £21.66    

Npower Streetlights – Aug 25 £26.19    

CAPALC Training £45.00    

Red Shoes Payroll £63.00    

Roger Norman Repairs and decoration of pump £1200 Y   

Roger Norman Redecoration of bus shelter - PAID £420 Y   

Liam Collis Hedge work £160.00    

HMRC Tax and NI £421.35    

PKF Littlejohn External Audit £378.00    

Newprint Sept/Oct newsletter £251.86    

St Margarets Church Grass cutting grant £1560 Y   

Cambs CC LHI contribution for Palace Lane buffer 
zone 

£1241.87 Y   

  £5891.85    

 
Paid/To be paid by standing order/direct debit 

S Hughes Clerk’s salary Sep 25 Confidential    

NEST Pension for Aug 25 £74.80    

Liam Collis Play area maintenance Sep 25 £140.00    

F Froment Bus shelter cleaning – Sep 25 £40.00    

GD Estates – 8 PL Rental fee Aug 25 £121.92    

GD Estates – 10 PL Rental fee – Aug 25 £86.40    

Lloyds Bank Banking fee – Aug 25 £4.25    

S Hughes Clerk’s salary Oct 25 Confidential    

NEST Pension for Sep 25 £64.40    

Liam Collis Play area maintenance Oct 25 £140.00    

F Froment Bus shelter cleaning – Oct 25 £40.00    

GD Estates – 8 PL Rental fee Sep 25 £121.92    

GD Estates – 10 PL Rental fee – Sep 25 £95.52    

Lloyds Bank Banking fee – Sept 25 £4.25    

  £466.09    

 Debit Card Transactions     

Amazon Screws for bus shelter £11.49 Y   

Amazon Screws for bus shelter £23.98 Y   

Amazon Defib Sign £3.00 Y   

Toolstation Barn paint for bus shelter £34.33 Y   

GoDaddy Domain name renewal £35.99    

  £108.79    
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Receipts 

GD Estates Rental income 10 PL Aug 25 £900.00   

GD Estates Rental income 8 PL Aug 25 £1270.00   

Lloyds Bank Interest Aug 25 £36.27   

GD Estates Rental income 10 PL Sep 25 £995.00   

GD Estates Rental income 8 PL Sep 25 £1270.00   

Lloyds Bank Interest Sep 25 £32.85   

ECDC Precept £7931.00   

Cambs CC Grass cutting contribution £370.74   

  £12805.86   

 

 

 


