CHIPPENHAM PARISH COUNCIL
‘ Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on
14t July 2025
at Chippenham Village Hall

Present:
Parish Councillors: Nick Bennett (Chair), lan Hawkins, Julie Sheldrick, Paul Mangell, Nick Wright
Parish Clerk: Sally Hughes

County Councillor:
District Councillor:

No members of the public were in attendance

The meeting was opened by Cllr Bennett at 7pm

MINUTES
25-26/035 Apologies for absence — Clir Eden —work commitments - District councillors Huffer and Pettitt
also sent their apologies.
25-26/036 Declaration of Interest — to consider dispensation requests — 25-26/041 i. ClIr Wright —
dispensation granted.
25-26/037 Minutes of the last meeting — to sign as a correct record the minutes of the meetings held on

10% June 2025. The minutes were approved by council and signed by the Chairman.

25-26/038 Public Participation — there were no members of the public in attendance.
25-26/039 District Council Report — email previously circulated

25-26/040 County Council Report — no report provided

25-26/041 Planning

i Neighbourhood Plan — to receive update ClIr Shedrick reported that the government
has withdrawn funding for Neighbourhood Plans with immediate effect. The parish
council is part way through completing a Plan and has paid up to the point of having
the draft plan written but will need to decide if they can fund the cost for the
remainder of the process. The Clerk has asked the consultant to provide a quote for
the work needed to finish the Plan. A question was asked about how much we have
paid so far for the Plan. The Clerk will circulate the exact figure via email.

The council discussed how the change in policy has left many councils, especially
smaller councils with limited funds, unable to complete their Plans. The Clerk has
asked ECDC to help with funding to finish the Plan, especially as ECDC will not be
creating a new Local Plan and has encouraged councils to get Neighbourhood Plans
in place. The latest communication from East Cambs seems to imply that they do
not understand that the funding has been withdrawn with immediate effect.

An Open Evening was held last Wednesday for residents to review the results of the
Residents’ Survey, the new Design Guide and also the next steps in the
Neighbourhood Plan process. Thirteen members of the public attended.
Councillors and the Clerk were on hand to answer any questions and talk residents
through the process.
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25-26/042

25-26/043

25-26/044

25-26/045

25-26/046

25-26/047

ii. 21/01695/NSIP - Sunnica Solar Farm — to receive update and agree to letter to
district and county councils — NW nothing to report. Cllr Wright reported that town
and parish councils need to keep the pressure on district and county councils to
ensure that the Sunnica scheme is subject to Hazardous Substances Consent. Say No
to Sunnica has drafted a template letter for councils to use to engage with their
respective district and council councils. The Clerk will circulate the letter to
councillors and after confirming that they agree with the content, will then send it
to ECDC and Cambs CC.

Following the request at the last meeting, the Clerk has now sent out an email to all
affected councils asking them to re-engage with the Parish Council Alliance so that
councils can join together to add weight to their voice. The Clerk will chase up
those council who are yet to respond.

iii. Unitary Authority — to review options and respond to consultation
Councillors discussed the three options which have been put forward. It was noted
that there was very little data on which to base a decision but on balance the
council felt that Option A would be the best for Chippenham as Cambridge aligns
better with East Cambridgeshire from a geographical, cultural and political
perspective. The Clerk will complete the online consultation on behalf of the
council.

Tree Works - none

Planning Outcomes
i. 25/00353/LBC & 25/00352/FUL - Stables Site South West Of 17 High Street —
withdrawn
ii. 25/00464/VAR —land NE 37 and 38 High Street- vary conditions - approved

Clerk’s Report — for information only

Play Areas
i. To note completion of work to cut back around the Over 12s perimeter and repair of
zip wire platform — Noted.

Highway Matters
i. High Street, tree management and rainwater drainage — no further update.

Village matters
i Risk Assessment — Anglian Water has repaired the broken meter cover outside 47 High
Street.

ii. Bus Shelter —to consider repainting the benches — the Clerk is awaiting a quote from
the decorator.

iii.  Anti-social behaviour —the meeting discussed some of the issues of anti-social
behaviour pertaining to some of the Sanctuary Housing tenants. The Clerk will raise
the issue with Sanctuary Housing. Councillors also discussed asking for a regular police
report and whether the Neighbourhood Watch scheme is still in operation. The Clerk
confirmed that it is not.

Financial Matters
i.  Payments for authorisation — see Payment List - noted

Policies & Council Matters
i.  Clerk’s Annual Review — to receive an update. Cllr Eden was not present. The Clerk
reported that the annual review has not yet been decided as the offer was rejected
by the unions. The Chairman and Clerk will be carrying out the Clerk’s annual
appraisal shortly.
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https://pa.eastcambs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=R34WWVGG06800&activeTab=summary
https://eastcambs.gov.uk/press-releases/2025/three-options-announced-council-reorganisation-plans

25-26/048 Property - Palace Lane properties

i. 8 Palace Lane —the tenant has requested a shower for the bathroom. The Clerk is
awaiting a quote from the plumber.

ii. The making-good of the window surrounds and repainting of the ceiling and lobby in
No 10 has now been completed.
25-26/049 Items for the next agenda
Cover for Clerk’s annual leave

IT Policy

Meeting closed at 8.20pm
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CHIPPENHAM PARISH COUNCIL - PAYMENT LIST FOR JULY 2025

Payments
Vendor Item Cost CIL |Auth1l |Auth2
Liam Collis Weedkiller application £50.00
Liam Collis Cutting back overgrown shrubs £300.00
Npower Streetlights — electric — no invoices
received since Feb 25. Have queried
with supplier.
Packhorse Fencing Grass cutting £757.71
Newprint Newsletter £261.86
Redshoes Payroll £63.00
HMRC Tax & NI £330.22
T Nottage Fencing (paid) £99.07 | Yes
Roger Norman Decorating services £290.00
Roger Norman Decorating services £330.00
Suffolk Woodchip Play bark £376.08
Paid/To be paid by standing order/direct debit
S Hughes Clerk’s salary July 25 Confidential
NEST Pension for June 25 £59.00
Liam Collis Play area maintenance July 25 £140.00
F Froment Bus shelter cleaning — July 25 £40.00
GD Estates —8 PL Rental fee June 25 £121.92
GD Estates — 10 PL Rental fee —June 25 £96.00
Lloyds Bank Banking fee £4.25
Debit Card Transactions
Clarkes of Walsham Fencing for allotments £319.83 | Yes
Receipts
GD Estates Rental income 10 PL June 25 £1000.00
GD Estates Rental income 8 PL June 25 £1270.00
Lloyds Bank Interest June 25 £38.32
CW Kirk Newsletter advertising £48.00
TBM Newsletter advertising £180.00
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