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CHIPPENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 

11th August 2025 
at Chippenham Village Hall 

 
 
 

Present: 
Parish Councillors: Nick Bennett (Chair), Ian Hawkins, Julie Sheldrick, Nick Wright, Karen Eden 
Parish Clerk: Sally Hughes 
 
County Councillor:  
District Councillor:  Julia Huffer 
 
No members of the public were in attendance  
 
The meeting was opened by Cllr Bennett at 7pm 
 

MINUTES  
 

25-26/050 Apologies for absence – Cllr Mangell 
 
25-26/051 Declaration of Interest – to consider dispensation requests  
   Cllr Wright – item 25-26/057 ii – dispensation granted 
 
25-26/052 Minutes of the last meetings – to sign as a correct record the minutes of the meetings held on 

14th July 2025. The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
 
25-26/053 Public Participation – no members of the public were in attendance 
 
25-26/054 Clerk’s Report – for information only. Contents were read out at the meeting. 
 
25-26/055 District Council Report – Cllr Huffer reported that ECDC are investigating how many other 

councils are part way through a Neighbourhood Plan and whether they can provide any financial 
help.  In relation to Sunnica, she said that the Fire Service does not have the resources to 
respond to a DCO (development consent order).  Cllr Wright urged Cllr Huffer to push for ECDC 
to insist on the requirement for a Hazardous Substance Consent (HSC) for the Sunnica 
development. 

 
25-26/056 County Council Report – no report 
  
25-26/057 Planning 

i. Neighbourhood Plan – to receive update and review quotation for completing the 
Plan – councillors reviewed the quotation of £4290 provided by Places4People.  
Councillors supported the continuation of the Neighbourhood Plan, especially as the 
council had got so far in the process. Cllr Bennett proposed that the council accept 
the quotation for the plan to be completed with input from the consultant. All other 
councillors were in agreement.  The Clerk will ask for clarity on one of the figures in 
the quote and following receipt of this information, will instruct the consultant to 
continue with writing the draft Plan.  

ii. 21/01695/NSIP - Sunnica Solar Farm – to receive update and agree to letter to district 
and county councils – As mentioned above, Cllr Wright has asked ECDC to insist on 
HSC because of their use of lithium-ion batteries.   

https://pa.eastcambs.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=R34WWVGG06800&activeTab=summary
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The Clerk had received responses from both ECDC and Cambs CC regarding our 
request to be consulted on DSC order. Both authorities stated that they were not 
obliged to consult parish and town councils, although ECDC said that they will inform 
the council of when any DSCs are received, so that the parish council can comment.  
More positive responses had been received from local parish and town councils 
wanting to be part of the Parish Council Alliance. 

iii. To agree delegation to the Clerk on all planning matters, due to no meeting being 
held in September.  All applications will be emailed to councillors for comment. – 
agreed. 

 
Tree Works - none 

 
Planning Outcomes   

i. 25/00160/FUL – Manor Farm Stud - approved 

 
25-26/058  Play Areas – no comments 
 
 
25-26/059 Highway Matters 

i. High Street, tree management and rainwater drainage – to receive an update 
  Cllr Eden confirmed that there had been no further action from Cambs CC.  

 
25-26/060 Village matters 

i. Risk Assessment – the recent repair outside 55 New Street has left a large trip hazard 
 on the path. This matter has been reported to Sanctuary Housing and they say it will 
 be repaired within 28 days.  
 Cllr Bennett has received some emails from a resident who is concerned about vermin 
 and smells coming from a residence. He has forwarded them to the Clerk for further 
 investigation. 

ii. Bus Shelter – to consider work to repaint wood work – Mr Shipp has offered to paint the 
benches in the bus stop.  Quotes have also been received to paint the fascia and soffits.  
Councillors agreed to a quote of £420 for this work but to also include the front 
uprights.  Cllr Bennett will oversee the work.  Mr Norman will be asked to carry out the 
work during the school holidays to minimum inconvenience.  

iii. Village pump housing – to consider work to repair and paint the housing and 
 brickwork – Cllrs Bennett and Hawkins had inspected the pump housing.  It was noted 
 that there is some cement work to repair as well as painting of the woodwork.  The 
 council has received a quote of £1200 to carry out this work.  Cllr Bennett will clarify if 
 the planters are included in this quote.  All councillors agreed that the work is 
 necessary and accepted the quotation. Both items ii and iii will be funded by CIL 
 receipts. 

25-26/061 Financial Matters 
i. Payments for authorisation – see Payment List.  Authorised. 

ii. Delegation – to approve delegation to the Clerk for September payments due to no 
meeting.  Payment list will be shared with all councillors. – agreed. 

iii. Grant request – from St Margaret’s Church – the council has received a grant 
application for £1680 for churchyard grass cutting for 2025.  The council has agreed to 
fund this amount for this year but noted that the amount requested is increasing each 
year and it may be that the council cannot continue to fully fund it in future years.  

  
25-26/062 Policies & Council Matters 

i. Clerk’s annual appraisal, pay review and training – to receive an update.  This matter 
was moved to the last item on the agenda and closed to the public - (Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 s2) 
It was noted that the Clerk’s annual review had been completed. 
The Clerk annual salary review was agreed at the meeting. 
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ii. Cover for Clerk’s holiday – Cllr Bennett will be the primary contact for any emergency 
issues whilst the Clerk is on holiday.  He will delegate to other councillors as necessary.  

iii. IT Policy – agreed 
iv. Chippenham Village Charity – request from trustees to add an information page to the 

council’s website and article in the next newsletter. – it was agreed that the 
Chippenham Village Charity could have space on the council’s website and also an 
article in the upcoming newsletter.  

   
25-26/063  Property - Palace Lane properties 

i. 8 Palace Lane – request for a shower – to receive an update.  A second plumber will 
visit the property later this week to provide another quotation. 

 
25-26/064 Items for the next agenda 
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CHIPPENHAM PARISH COUNCIL - PAYMENT LIST FOR AUGUST 2025 
 

Payments  

Vendor Item Cost CIL  Auth 1 Auth 2 

Npower Streetlights – electric – no invoices 
received since Feb 25.  Have queried 
with supplier. 

    

CAPALC Training £45.00    

 
Paid/To be paid by standing order/direct debit 

S Hughes Clerk’s salary Aug 25 Confidential    

NEST Pension for July 25 £59.00    

Liam Collis Play area maintenance Aug 25 £140.00    

F Froment Bus shelter cleaning – Aug 25 £40.00    

GD Estates – 8 PL Rental fee July 25 £121.92    

GD Estates – 10 PL Rental fee – July 25 £91.20    

Lloyds Bank Banking fee £4.25    

 Debit Card Transactions     

      

      

 
Receipts 

GD Estates Rental income 10 PL July 25 £950.00   

GD Estates Rental income 8 PL July 25 £1270.00   

Lloyds Bank Interest July 25 £31.77   

 
 
 
 
 
    
 

 


